The Third Arab-Israeli War
Israeli superiority over the Arabs, and continued U.S. superiority
over the Soviet presence in the Middle East. But Soviet moves
have thwarted the United States from achieving the latter ob-
jective. In fact, neither the United States nor the Soviet Union
are willing to permit each other to dominate the Middle East.
In view of this, the advantages of an agreement between them
seems to be obvious; and since early 1969, when it became
evident that Dr. Gunnar Jarring, the U.N. Secretary General's
special envoy in the Middle East,112 had failed to find a way
out of the Arab-Israeli impasse, the United States and the Soviet
Union along with France and Great Britain have been searching
for a formula under which the warring parties could negotiate
a peace settlement. In January 1969, France made a proposal
that the permanent representatives of the Big Four Powers in the
Security Council should meet to discuss the means of establish-
ing a "just and lasting peace in the Middle East."113 Although
the Soviet Union was not opposed to this proposal, she preferred
bilateral conversations with the United States on the framework
of a settlement.
As regards the aims of the  two   superpowers,   whereas the
112 Dr. Gunnar Jarring, the Swedish Ambassador in Moscow was ap-
pointed by the U.N. Secretary General, U. Thant, soon after the adoption
of the Security Council Resolution of November 22, 1967, as a U.N. peace
envoy to seek to bring about agreements between Israel and the Arab
states on implementing steps. He has shuttled between Israel and tbc
Arab states for over two years trying to promote a settlement, but
without any success. His efforts have been continuously frustrated by tfee
intransigence of both sides. Arab governments informed Mr. Jarring that
the unconditional withdrawal by Israel from occupied territories was a
precondition for any political settlement, while Israel has insisted upon
**direct negotiations" as the only way of achieving peace. The stalemate
eventually prompted the Big Four Powers to undertake a series of talks
in search for ways to bring support and eventual success to the Jarring
Mission- But even these have not yielded any results.
11* New York Times, Weekly Review, 26 January 1969, p. 3.
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